28th March 2018
“Dear Friends,

I am writing this email to you on behalf of the South African Council for Religious Rights and Freedoms
(CRRF).

During the last months we took note of the report of the Commission for Cultural, Religious and Language
Rights (CRL Rights Commission) under the titte The Commercialisation of Religion and Abuse of People’s
Belief Systems. It is indeed a disturbing picture that is drawn of how religion [in South Africa] is
commercialised and how people’s belief systems are abused in certain religious communities. And itis an
on-going phenomenon. We read daily of sexual abuses and religious malpractices that are taking place all
over the country within churches and religions. Clearly, something has to be done to combat these abuses.

Obviously, where the law is broken and offences are committed, the State should step in to enforce the
law. However, the CRRF strongly believes that further regulation of religion by the State would be
inconsistent with the right to religious freedom, and would not necessarily be effective. Instead we believe
the religious community should take the initiative to bring its own house in order. Accordingly, the CRRF
and many other religions and religious bodies are of the opinion that we need a Code of Conduct for
Religions in South Africa in which the duties and responsibilities of religious bodies and religious
practitioners are set out, in the same way as our rights are set out in the South African Charter of Religious
Rights and Freedoms.

Such a Code of Conduct could perhaps form the spearhead for other documents/manuals and training
materials that have been or may be developed for the information of religious bodies and practitioners. We
believe that by informing/training the religious community better in matters of public responsibilities, good
governance and related topics, much of the abuse we see may be combated more effectively.

In the attachment to this email the CRRF respectfully proposes a draft Code of Conduct for Religions in
South Africa. Our kind request is that you carefully look at the document, discuss it and let us have any
comments that you might have. We will consider all comments and send you an amended draft for further
comment. With everybody's input and cooperation, our suggestion is that we work towards the
development of a document, and maybe a supplementary manual, which all stakeholders (individuals,
religious bodies, religious practitioners, and others) can endorse and support as the answer of the religious
community itself to the troubling situation that has developed. Please also help us to distribute the letter
and the document as far and wide as possible.

Our guideline for the draft Code of Conduct was the South African Charter of Religious Rights and
Freedoms. As our rights by definition carry responsibilities, one could say the Code of Conduct in a sense
represents the flip-side of the Charter, but of course it should contain even more than that.

May we kindly request that you submit to us your comments on this first draft of the Code of Conduct not
later than 23rd April 2018. We are working on translations of the Code.

Please send your comments on the draft to both me and Prof Rassie Malherbe. Our email addresses are
P Coertzen pc@sun.ac.za and Rassie Malherbe r.malherbe@gmail.com

Thank you for your attention and co-operation. We look forward to your response.
Kind regards

Pieter Coertzen
(Chairperson SA Council for Religious Rights and Freedoms)”



28 Maart 2018
Beste Vriende,

Ek skryf hierdie brief aan u namens die Suid-Afrikaanse Raad vir die Beskerming en Bevordering van
Godsdiensregte en -vryhede (SA Raad vir Godsdiensregte en -vryhede).

Gedurende die afgelope maande het ons kennis geneem van die verslag van die Kommissie vir
Kultuur-, Godsdiens- en Taalregte onder die titel The Commercialisation of Religion and Abuse of
People’s Belief Systems. Die verslag bevat inderdaad baie verontrustende inligting oor hoe
godsdiens in Suid-Afrika gekommersialiseer word en mense se geloofsoortuigings misbruik word —
en dit is ‘n proses wat steeds aangaan. Ons lees daagliks van seksuele misbruike en godsdienstige
wanpraktyke wat dwarsoor ons land aangaan binne kerke en godsdienste. lets moet gedoen word
om oortreders tot verantwoording te roep.

Waar landswette oortree word en misdaad gepleeg word behoort die owerhede in te tree en die
wette toe te pas. Die SA Raad vir Godsdiensregte en -vryhede is van mening dat enige regulering
van godsdiens deur die Staat inkonsekwent sal wees met betrekking tot die reg tot godsdiensvryheid
en sal as sodanig oneffektief wees. Dit is ons vaste oortuiging dat godsdienste in Suid-Afrika self die
verantwoordelikheid moet aanvaar om hulle huis in orde te kry. Die Raad vir Godsdiensregte en-
vryhede in Suid-Afrika, saam met talle kerke, godsdienste en godsdienstige liggame is van mening
dat ons ‘n Gedragskode vir Godsdienste in Suid-Afrika nodig het waarin die verpligtinge en
verantwoordelikhede van godsdienste en godsdienstige liggame uiteengesit word, net soos die
regte van godsdienste in die SA Handves vir Godsdiensregte en -vryhede uiteengesit is.

‘n Gedragskode kan ook die aanloop vorm vir ander dokumente en handleidings en ook
studiemateriaal wat ontwikkel kan word of dalk al ontwikkel is, ten bate van alle godsdienste in Suid-
Afrika. Ons is van oortuiging dat as kerke en godsdienste beter onderrig en ingelig word oor hulle
openbare verpligtinge, en hulle hulself tot die gedragskode verbind, kan dit net lei tot beter
selfregering deur kerke en godsdienste en kan die misbruik van godsdiens baie beter teengewerk
word.

In die aanhegting tot hierdie e-pos stel die SA Raad vir Godsdiensregte en -vryhede met respek ‘n
Konsep Gedragskode vir Godsdiens in Suid-Afrika voor Ons vriendelike versoek is dat u asseblief
noukeurig na die dokument kyk, dit met mekaar bespreek en dan u kommentaar en/of voorstelle
aan ons terugstuur. Ons sal u kommentaar en/of voorstelle ernstig oorweeg en sal ‘n ge-
amendeerde Kode weer aan u stuur vir verdere kommentaar en/of voorstelle. Ons hoop om op
hierdie manier, met elkeen se insette en vooorstelle, ‘n dokument, met nodige bylaes, te ontwikkel,
wat alle belanghebbendes (individue, kerke, godsdienste, godsdiensliggame, godsdiensbeoefenaars
en ander) kan onderskryf en ondersteun as die antwoord vanuit die godsdiensgemeenskappe van
Suid-Afrika op die onverkwiklike situasie wat ontstaan het.

U kan ook ‘n bydrae lewer deur hierdie skrywe en die Konsep gedragskode so wyd as moontlik
bekend te stel.

Ons riglyn vir die opstel van die Konsep Gedragskode was die Suid Afrikaanse Handves vir Godsdiens
regte en -vryhede. Aangesien ons regte altyd ook sekere pligte veronderstel kan mens sé dat die
Gedragskode die keersy van die Handves is, terselfdertyd is dit egter ook meer.



Mag ons vriendelik vra dat u u kommentaar op hierdie eerste weergawe van ‘n Konsep Gedragskode
nie later nie as 23 April 2018 aan ons sal stuur. Ons werk daaraan om die finale Gedragskode in
meer van die amptelike Suid-Afrikaanse tale beskikbaar te hé.

Stuur asb u kommentaar en voorstelle aan beide Prof P Coertzen pc@sun.ac.za en Prof Rassie
Malherbe r.malherbe@gmail.com

Dankie vir u aandag en wees verseker dat ons uitsien na u reaksie.
Vriendelike groete.

P Coertzen (Voorsitter: SA Raad vir Godsdiensregte en -vryhede)
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